
Transforming the lives of Bolivians through education.

On August 16th, the UAC-CP held its inaugural
graduation ceremony at San Francisco Church on
Campus Manning (the UAC-CP’s lower campus).
All students who defended their thesis projects or
completed their nursing rotation during the past se-
mester were honored during the ceremony. In total,
the names of 54 students from the Agronomy, Vet-
erinary Science, and Nursing Programs were called
to receive their graduation certificates.

The day began with a mass in the morning,
which the nursing class dedicated to Sr. Damon. In
the afternoon, a general ceremony was held for all
graduates. Fr. Freddy de Villar, UAC-CP Director
General, Dr. Hugh Smeltekop, UAC-CP Vice Di-
rector General, and Rev. Juan Vargas, Bishop of the
Coroico Diocese, presided over the ceremony.

Commencement speakers talked about the im-
portance of the UAC-CP and its mission to educate
young people from the poor and rural areas of Bo-
livia. Bishop Vargas reminded graduates that the College rep-
resents hope for the people of Bolivia. “Here,” said Vargas,
“you learn that if you are a campesino, you can make a dif-
ference in the world.”

It was a very emotional event for both the graduates and
their families. Many parents, most of whom never had the op-
portunity to study at a middle school or high school level,

traveled up to 12 hours
to see their son or
daughter graduate.

“Today is an impor-
tant day for us as a fam-
ily; it’s a proud day,”
said Isidro Cabrera, fa-
ther of nursing gradu-
ate, Lucy Cabrera.

Lucy, a former Schol-
arship recipient, agreed.
“Today I have opportu-
nities that my parents,
who never even finished
middle school, could
not dream of for them-
selves.”

As for the future,
Lucy said she would like
to work with the aging
population in the town
of Irupana in the South
Yungas. Eventually, she

would like to obtain a master’s degree in public health.
Lucy aspires to use her education to improve the lives of

others. “I’ve had the opportunity to study at a great university
that was created especially for campesinos,” she said, “and
now I plan to carry out the mission of the UAC-CP—to share
my expertise with all the campesinos of this region and help
them and teach them that they have opportunities too.”
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54 New Graduates –
A New Record!

A Publication of Carmen Pampa Fund

Lucy Cabrera with her mother and father

Wilson Arrazola Marquina with his mother
and father

tudents returned to the UAC-CP on July 29th to
begin classes for the second semester of the 2008
school year. In total, 589 students are enrolled at
the College this semester. Of that number, 75 are

students who have finished all their required courses
and are working on their thesis projects. Enrollment at

the College has ranged from 575 to 700 students over
the last few years, and is typically lower in the second
semester – the result of students completing their thesis
projects during the first semester and graduating. Please
visit our website at www.carmenpampafund.org to see
student enrollment information by area of study.

Second Semester in Full Swing!
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Welcome, Alex and Gonzalo!

wo UAC-CP Education majors, Gonzalo Zambrana and Alejandro
(Alex) Yujra have been chosen to participate in a year-long in-
ternship program at Adams School in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Adams School is a Spanish immersion grade school that invites young peo-
ple from Spanish speaking countries to work as teaching assistants in the class-
room. The students gain practical teaching experience and Adams students are
able to learn, from native Spanish speakers, about the cultures and customs of
people from other countries.

Gonzalo expects that his experience at Adams School will expose him to
different teaching methodologies and, in turn, help him be a better instructor.
“What called me to study education is the potential I have, as a
teacher, to change my country,” Gonzalo said. “It’s clear that the fun-
damental way that Bolivia can develop is through education. I would like to
be a part of this important change that Bolivia so desperately needs and I think
I will learn things at Adams to help make that change possible.”

Alejandro added that he thinks it’s important for young people to experience
different cultures. “It helps to have a different per-
spective of things—these perspectives enrich ideas
and thoughts,” he said. “It’s also a great opportu-
nity to learn another language and further our own
personal and professional development.”

Like all international interns who work at
Adams School, Alex and Gonzalo are living with
host families. They also receive additional support
from Adams School intern coordinators Beth
Keller-Long and Merri Fromm.

We are so happy to have Alex and Gonzalo here
in the Twin Cities, and plan to stay in close touch!

I n M e m o r i a m

A Tribute to Father Don Wilger

A well-dressed man ap-
proached Jesus and asked
Him what he had to do to be-
come one of His disciples.
Jesus explained that in order

to become a true disciple, the man needed “To
sell all that he had, give the proceeds to the
poor, and come follow Him.” When the man,
who had sizeable holdings, heard this he be-
came sad, turned, and walked away. In the
end, his possessions meant too much to him.

In 2005, Father Don Wilger gave $65,000
to Carmen Pampa Fund. He had built a sum-
mer cottage and sold it. He said he had no need
for the money and thought it could be best
used for helping the poor at the UAC-CP.

A few months after he made his gift, Don

went to Bolivia to visit the College. While tour-
ing the coffee processing plant, he learned
about the need for a piece of equipment that
would sufficiently dry the coffee beans. Don
immediately wrote a check for $10,000 to
cover the cost of the equipment.

There is probably no group of people more
financially vulnerable in retirement than that
of the parish priests. Father Don disregarded
that and, as Christ counseled, gave over his fi-
nancial security to the poor.

Fr. Don passed away this past July. At mass
each day I speak of Fr. Don in whatever advo-
cacy I am currently imploring. I am confident
that Christ listens carefully to His disciples. If
anyone has earned the status of disciple, it is
Fr. Don Wilger.
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M I S S I O N S T A T E M E N T

is to generate resources — financial, human

and programmatic — to assist the growth

and development of the

Unidad Académica Campesina de

Carmen Pampa (UAC-CP),

serving the impoverished rural families

of Bolivia through education, research

and community projects.

T

By Dick Leahy

Father Don Wilger

Alejandro and Gonzalo, left and right,

pictured with Daniel Zink, Gonzalo’s

host brother
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